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October 23, 1979 -- 6T
TOPIC:

Creativity & Children

CONTACT:

Dr. Dewey W. Chambers
UOP Professor of Education

TELEPHONE:
BACKGROUND:

Office of Public Relations
University of the Pacific
Stockton, California 95211
Richard Doty, News Bureau Director
209-946-2311

(209) 946-2266 or (209) 477-5237
Dewey Chamb~rs has an international reputation in children's literature
and story telling, He has been studying the creative process in children
for 27 years. During this time he has written seven books, 40 magazine
articles, a radio show and television series. He has been involved in
more than 700 speeches, workshops and consulting assignments throughout
the world on this topic.

QUOTES FROM CHAMBERS:
"About 80 percent of the children's literature published today is garbage. because
the publishers are too interested in making a buck."
"Shakespeare called the
I have serious concerns
urge and repressing the
results may be of major

ability to create and imagine . as the use of the mind's eye.
that we are blinding that mind's eye, stifling the creative
imagination of our young. We are doing this so well that the
consequence to our society by the turn of the century."

"The legislative mentality fosters the notion that all children have equal ability.
To excel, to develop creative ideas in a classroom - at least with federal dollars is considered heresy."
"The creative child is a neglected minority in a society that adores mediocrity while
giving us a federally mandated homogenized child."
"The Walt Disney empire is a disaster when it molds characters, changes plots and
fictionalizes classic children's literature for its profit-making purposes. Our
children are being duped by the way such classics as Bambi and Mary Poppins receive
catastrophic revisions from Disney."
"What bothers me the most is the exploitation of children today.. The lies in TV
commercials •• ~~The kids really have no defense• as there is no Better Business Bureau
for children."
"Toys today are just too explicit. You have wind up tractors, battery powered cars 1
push button dolls and remote control trucks. Kids don't play with toys, the toys
play with the kids. There is just no creativity left for the youngster."
"Children today are generally more sophisticated• which is a positive thing that needs
t o be handled with great care. The next generation will be the brightest in our
history."
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